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Australia as Middle Power in China’s
Periphery Diplomacy: How the Evolving
China-Australia Relations Affect the U.S.-
Australia Alliance

Amane Yamazaki
Research Fellow, Research Institute, Aoyama Gakuin University

[Abstract)

Strengthening and keeping diplomatic relations with middle
powers are becoming one of the main focus for rising China. The
intensifying U.S.-China rivalry makes middle powers’ strategic values
much higher for the two great powers. Of these, a middle power in the
Indo-Pacific region, Australia, attracts careful attention from some
scholars and policy-makers in contemporary China.

In this article, | examine China’s strategy towards Australia in the
post-Cold War era. Today, Australia is a significant country for China
due to two factors: Beijing’s periphery diplomacy and Canberra’s
alliance relationships with Washington. China is not only trying to
drive a wedge between the U. S. and Australia, but also, it aims to
incorporate Australia into its sphere of influence in order to prevent
the emergence of an anti-China coalition, which could be led by
Washington. It can been seen that China is taking proactive actions
to split the U.S.-Australia alliance. In addition, Japan is also a key
player that can shape the trajectory of China-Australia relations. Thus,

Tokyo’s impact on China-Australia relations should not be underrated
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when we analyze the bilateral ties. This point will be a future subject

for investigation.

Keywords:China-Australia relations, the U.S.-Australia alliance,

middle power, periphery diplomacy, sharp power
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